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The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
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2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
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Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 
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OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(p). 
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In compliance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, requiring the 



applicants to apprise the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of any art to which they are 
cognizant, applicants herewith refer to the four (4) publications, as listed on the enclosed 
PTO-1449 Form, and which were cited in a Search Report in the corresponding European 
patent application. 



The claims on file are deemed to clearly and patentably distinguish thereover, 



and the early and favorable examination of the application on the merits by the Examiner is 
earnestly solicited. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 81.8ia^ 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 



States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on April 13, 2004. /) 



Dated: April 13. 2004 
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Furthermore, inasmuch as the present Information Disclosure Statement is 
being submitted prior to the issuance of a first Office Action on the merits, no statement or fee 
is required to be submitted by the applicants. 
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Garden City, New York 1 1530 
(516) 742-4343 
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